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Local High School Students and V&P Youth Connect at Our
2025 Youth Conference

Raritan Valley Community College

connections

Facilitating
faith-based organizations, and our
vulnerable youth is a key goal of Visions
and Pathways’ Harmony Connection

among

initiative. 'Those goals dovetailed
perfectly on Thursday March 20, 2025,
at Vision and Pathways’ first annual
Youth Conference held at Raritan Valley
Community College. More than one
hundred young people, comprised of
local high school students and Visions
and Pathways clients, joined fifty
adults, including educators, panelists,
community volunteers and speakers
for an enjoyable and informative
day. The conference was hosted by
Harmony  Connection. Harmony
Connection is Visions and Pathways’
faith-based outreach initiative. Diverse
cultures and faiths were represented by
those attending. The atmosphere was
fun and empowering as DJ Curt played
the youth’s favorite music. Enrichment,
career  strategies,  responsibility,
finance, and self-reflection were among
the topics discussed with a focus on
teaching attendees about resources
that can help them as they grow into
adulthood. Scan the QR code to see
a full list of sessions, participants,
sponsors, and speakers.
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“The youth conference last
Thursday was engaging, and all of the
speakers were truly informative.”

Det. Adrian Ailey #200,
North Brunswick Community
\_ Policing Unit

“Thank you! The conference
was wonderful. We look forward to

Alexis Williams, Middle Earth

\

participating again next year!”

“Thank you soo much!! I can’t
wait to see what other great things we
do with the kids!”

Kim Banks, President,

One Family One Fight, Inc

“Thank you so much for having
us. Our students had a really
good time”

Nastassja Wilson,
School Social Worker,
Plainfield High School

“We look forward to attending
next year.”

Mrs. Altagracia “Ally” Ruiz,

Dean to the Class of 2025,

PO.W.E.R Coordinator and Advisor,
North Brunswick Township High School

T0 ACCESS THE YOUTH
RESOURCE MANUAL

Our Master of Ceremonies, Dr. Alex
Gray, Director of Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion (DEI) for the Piscataway
Board of Education, did an amazing
job engaging participants and keeping
the program running efficiently.

There certainly was no shortage of
inspiration on the agenda. Dr. Michael
Carr, Pastor of Holy Renaissance
Ministries set the stage with a gracious
welcome speech that centered on unity
and team building. Keynote speaker,
Kim Banks, Executive Director
of One Family One Fight, www.
onefamilyonefight.com, touched our
hearts with her passion for preventing
gun violence and advocacy for youth
safety. Distinguished  panelists
included entrepreneurs, educators,
authors, and career counselors.

We would like to express our sincere
gratitude to all the vendors, speakers,
sponsors, volunteers and participants
who helped make this conference a
rousing success. Visions and Pathways’
superstar coordinators Judith Favors
and Melqui Mejia expressed extra
special thanks to Raritan Valley
Community College and its staff
for hosting the event and being so
generous with their time and venue.




Did you know that 40% of homeless
youth identify as LGBTQ+ vs. only
7% of the general population? With
such a disproportionate percentage of
homelessness, Visions and Pathways

has focused on providing accessible
services to this vulnerable demographic.
With the right services and counseling,
displaced and neglected LGBTQ+
youth can develop the necessary
skills to thrive. In addition to an all-
important safe place to live, clients will
receive crisis counseling, individual and
family counseling, case management,
access to health care, in-house
education, and other critical services.
Equally important, residents will find
camaraderie and gain comfort in the
knowledge that they are not alone.

Meet Charles!

Charles was accepted into the V&P
supervised transitional living program
in July of 2024 after completing a higher
level of care residential program outside
of V&P. Charles was very motivated and
within the first 1-2 weeks of settling in,
was able to secure full-time employment.
Charles is thriving in the transitional
living environment. Within the program,
he has gravitated toward a leadership
role and is typically the voice of reason
amongst his peers. His success and great
attitude have had an overall positive
effect and inspired his housemates to
reach higher as well. Charles even helped
some with their job searches.

The transitional living program
sets  expectations for cooperative
behavior, school achievement, and/
or work attendance. The program
structure rewards residents for their
consistency, achievements and progress
with additional privileges such as free
time and greater financial autonomy.
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Charles continues to meet all program
expectations. Through his hard work, he
has reached “transitional” status, which
is the highest program level with the
most privileges. He has become excellent
at budgeting and consistently saves his
earnings with the goal of purchasing a
car. He successfully passed his road test
in April.

When Charles entered the program,
one of his goals was to pursue higher
education. Charles now attends RVCC
as a full-time student. Recently, he
successfully completed his first semester
and continues to work part-time, due to
a full class load at school. He hopes to
one day become a social worker. Charles
has applied for various V&P scholarships
and is awaiting the results.

We are so proud of Charles and grateful
that he has taken full advantage of the
programs here. We cannot wait to see
what the future holds for this motivated
young man!

Introducing Unity House

In January 2025 we hosted our first
Unity House fundraiser with Cabaret
Night at The Brook Arts Center in
Bound Brook, NJ. While the issue
of homelessness is a serious one, the
fundraiser was decidedly playful and
upbeat, featuring local talent and
caring supporters. The event raised
nearly $6,000 for the project. With your
help, we can provide 24/7 professional
services to this underserved group. To
learn more and to donate, click here.
www.visionsandpathways.org

Bridge House Update

We are excited to announce that
on 4/8/2025, the Plainfield Planning
Board approved our Bridge House
improvement plans!

Bridge House will provide ten units
of affordable housing for homeless
youth and young adults aging out of
foster care or in difficult situations.

Here, 18-24-year-olds facing an
uncertain future will find safety,
stability, support, and affordable
housing.

Fundraising for planned

improvements has been going strong
with Visions and Pathways obtaining
a Luminary, a Guiding Light and a
Radiant Sponsor. But there is more to
be done! You can help us by becoming
a sponsor for this project or boosting
awareness by discussing it with your
friends and family. Spreading the
word enables us to help more youth
in need.



Recent Events

If laughter is indeed, the best medicine,
then everyone left our Comedy for a
Cause event feeling great. The event, held
on February 13 at Glenbrook Brewery
in Morristown, featured the hilarious GL
Douglas and Sam Evans who delighted
the crowd with jokes and stories. Tickets
included the show, and a drink from
Glenbrook’s extensive craft beer menu.
Audience members brought their own
food from one of the many eclectic
Morristown eateries. The event raised
more than $4,000.

Don't you love it when everybody wins?
Well, thats exactly what happened at our
Epic Casino Night on April 12 at Grove
at Randolph. A fun time was had by all
with a delicious dinner, amazing gift
baskets and raffles. Nearly 100 new and
old friends “took a chance” on us at this
Friend-raising event designed to raise
awareness and funds for our Bridge House
upgrades. A very special thank you goes
out to Joe Caravella of Epic Systems
who generously covered the entire cost of
the evening. New and old friends came
together and raised $10,000.

...and before you ask - Yes! There will
be a Second Annual Golf Outing in
support of Bridge House on September
8, 2025, at the stunning Basking Ridge
Country Club. Join us for an exciting
day of golf followed by dinner and a
tricky tray. To date, we have raised $1.7
million toward our $3 million goal.
To register or donate visit: https://one.
bidpal.net/golfouting25/welcome

Corporate Partner Highlight: The Panzarellas

Home maintenance is a costly and
never-ending challenge. Multiply that
by 10 multi-unit residences and any
homeowner understands how onerous
that can be. That is why Visions and
Pathways is SO grateful for the support
of Panzarella Contracting in South
Plainfield.

We discovered a major plumbing
issue at Brahma House. The solution
involved excavation of sewage piping
from the building to the street. We knew
the project would be expensive and
time-consuming. For help, Visions and
Pathways called Panzarella Contracting
of South Plainfield, who we have worked
with in the past. Panzarella immediately
responded to our request. Not only did
they provide a quick and expert fix, they
also generously covered all expenses,
machinery, removal and replacement of
all pipes, and staff salary!

This is not the first or only time the
Panzarella family has helped Visions

and Pathways. Owners, Joe and Nicole
Panzarella, are strong believers in the
organizations mission. Through the
years, they have offered support in
so many ways. Nicole is a long-time
volunteer who has spent many hours
working with the organization. Joe has
donated his company’s services and
expertise to ensure our buildings are
safe. In addition, the Panzarellas have
opened their home to current or former
Visions and Pathways clients who are
college students in need of a place to stay
during holidays and school breaks. For a
young adult trying to navigate adulthood
without family support, having a safe
and welcoming place to stay during the
holidays is a relief and an assurance that
there are people who care about them.

Words are inadequate to describe how
grateful we are for the Panzarella’s support
and ongoing commitment to our youth.
We hope their example demonstrates the
many different ways the community can

support our cause and will inspire others
to act.




Wellness Activities, Awards and Creative Pursuits

({'Participating in an
Enrichment Class

Pizza Outing!
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Visions and Pathways offers abused, neglected, homeless and displaced
youth ages 13 and up, a stable environment and supportive services that
help them become self-sufficient. Since 1970, these services have helped over
13,000 youth. Many of our clients have gone on to become nurses, engineers,
military officers, business owners, tradespeople and much more.

Oun Proghams Include:

» Brahma House residential crisis intervention programs.

« Passages, My Place and Whitney House residential transitional-living
programs.

o Prosperity independent living-skills program.

o StreetSmart and community outreach programs.

o Transitional Learning Center for in-house educational instruction.

« Bridge House and Village House supportive-housing for aged-out youth.

o The Loving Care Home for homeless women.

« The Arman Roy Technology Center

o Private Scholarships, General, Warren, Meissner Memorial Fund, Sharing
Joy and Magic Money

o Pathways to Community Counseling (PCC) program that addresses
emotional and behavioral challenges.

Visit www.visionsandpathways.org or contact
our CEO/Executive Director at dwalker@visionsandpathways.org

to learn more.

« Become a Mentor and teach kids practical life skills like handling finances,
public speaking, cooking, gardening...

« Volunteer to paint a room, plant a garden, build shelves...

o Connect with us on social media and share posts with your friends

« Technical and Operational Help manage our website, help plan an
event, write a blog, research/write grants. ..

« Involve your Company and ask about volunteer days, “Adopt a Charity” or
event sponsorship and participation...

Vo Tane Bu Qtilt Wet to- Help?

Become an e-helper. Our kids often need support to do things their peers take
for granted like joining a sports team, going to the prom, or buying shoes for a
job interview. We will send periodic emails to you with special requests when
one of our residents has a specific need. Email jamaya@visionsandpathways.org
to get on our e-helper list.

WHAT HAPPENED?
By A.G.

Yesterday is gone, what
happened to the day? Last
night, what happened to the
night? Today is here, what is
happening?

Days and Nights are flying by
With no reference to one
another
No clarity of what’s
happening
Changes, Pain and Hurt
What did I do?
Yesterday, I prayed
Last Night, I prayed
Today, I prayed
With joy in my heart and a
changed mind Seeing clarity

for tomorrow, it happened.

|‘ Like our page on Facebook

@visionsandpathways
m Like our page on LinkendlIn




MINDSET
By ES.

Mindset is self-esteem
It is confidence
It is challenges
Mindset is the Journey
The Journey is the direction
And the direction creates change
Mindset is goals
Sticking to one goal
The goal is something I can
accomplish
With this mindset
Iam
Driven
I find
Freedom
And I can
Create change.
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List of $500+ donors

from November 2024 - April 2025

THANK YOU to the companies, foundations, individuals,
and service organizations that have made generous monetary
contributions from November 2024 through April 2025 to
support Visions and Pathways and the homeless and runaway
youth the agency serves.

Ellen Albrecht Hiren Shah

Lisa Arico William Singer

Andy Breckman Shelli Stelmak

Robert Burke Patricia Swayne

Richard Cash Jeremiah Tanious

Barbara B. Ciamporcero Jai West

Guy S. Citron Absolute Home Mortgage Corp.
Mike and Heather Colbert ARC Foundation

Jeannine Dresch Bound Brook Moose Lodge No. 988
Raymond Fantuzzi Bristol-Myers Squibb

Justin Freedman Burlington Stores Foundation
William B. Goodwin Columbia Bank Foundation
Jacqueline Hindle County of Morris

Gregory and Julie Hirsch County of Somerset

Bob and Bonnie Hodge County of Union

Jack Hyson CSL Behring

Michael Kaufman Curtis W. McGraw Foundation
John Lanahan Dombal-Vogel Foundation
Stephanie Leon Egan Wealth Advisors,

Joanne Machalaba Hightower Holding

Melonie Marano Friends of Somerset County Youth
Jeffrey and Jodi Meissner Hillsborough Reformed Church

Nikkia C. Miller-Blak
ikkia C. Miller-Blakes Holmes Family Foundation

Victor Nieves

Jolyn Foundation, Inc.
Laurie Pellegrino

Mark L. Salandra The Meissner Family Foundation



When There is Nowhere Else To Turn.. ..
We Give Homeless Youth A Home and Hopeful Future

I would like to help! Here is my

__OneTime or ___ Monthly gift of: § *
Name
Address

City, State, Zip
Email

Mygiftis___ in honor of
Name

Please notify:
Name
Address

City, State, Zip
Email

*A gift of $250 or more entitles you to personalize a brick
on our garden “Walk of Wishes” as a permanent symbol of
your support. Please write your message below (3 lines with

in memory of:

up to 15 characters, including spaces, on each)

CREATE A LEGACY
I want to TRANSFORM LIVES, with a gift in my WILL or TRUST.

Naming Opportunities are available
Visions and Pathways can be added to your WILL or TRUST.
These gifts can be in the form of Life Insurance Policies,
Appreciated Real Estate or Securities, IRA Balances.

If you are interested in creating a legacy that will help children
now and long into the future, please contact Indumati Patel,
Finance Director at ipatel@visionsandpathways.org.

Donations can be made by check payable to Visions and
Pathways, online at: www.visionsandpathways.org/donate or
by Credit Card with the below information. All gifts are tax-
deductible.

Amount $
Card Number
Signature

Expiration Date. /

Jewells is a female
mentoring program for young
women ages thirteen to twenty
four that brings volunteers
and residents together on a
semi-monthly basis. Residents
participate in  educational
and  enrichment  sessions
like artistic and recreational
activities,  healthy  eating,
hygiene, sexuality, dating and

relationships, self-esteem,
etiquette, substance abuse,
financial  literacy,  resume

preparation, and mock job
interviews.

Jawells
Afftunation Poan

I am Chosen

I have greatness coming in the
tuture I can do all things through
Christ

I am still growing and learning

I like Football

I am Pretty
I am Worthy
I am Victorious
[ am Me

-A collaborative poem written by
the Jewells mentoring group
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49 Brahma Avenue, P.O. Box 6871, Bridgewater, NJ 08807-0871

Here is the Sumer 2025 issue of
your Visions and Pathways newsletter.

Thank you for investing
in the future of our youth!

Scan Me to Donate

Upcoming 2025 Events:

July 31, 2025:
Fundraising Night: Somerset Patriots
Vs. Richmond Flying Squirrels
1 Patriots Park Bridgewater
6:35 p.m.

September 8, 2025:

Golf Outing in support of Bridge House
Basking Ridge Country Club

185 Madisonville Road, Basking Ridge
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October 30, 2025:
Annual Spark! Gala
Bridgewater Manor

1251 US-206, Bridgewater o
6:00 p.m. ~-
sparkigp

November 13, 2025:
Bridge House Fundraiser
Car Lofts

10 Kingsbridge Rd, Fairfield
6:00 p.m.



